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Founder - Presjdent

Smt. SHOBHA RA]JU

ADVISORY BOARD

Chairman

Sri K. V. K. RAJU
M. D. Nagarjuna Stesis

Members

Sri P. V. R. K. PRASAD, ILAS.,

Sri T. SUBBARAMI| REDDY
Member, Central Censor Board
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Sec. A.P SE B.
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MD. AP.LO.C.

Sri R. PRABHAKAR RAO.L.PS,,
Commissioner ot Police

Sri JANDHYALA
Film Director

Sri C. RAMA KRISHNA
C.P.R. 0., S. C. Railway

Sri P. VENKATESWARA RAO
Editor, Andhra Prabha

Smt. D. SEETA PADMA RAJU
Film Producer

Sri MURAL! KRISHNA
Director, Telecommunications

Sii T.S, S. N. RAJU
Jt., Commissioner
Endowments Dept. Govt. of A. P.

Sri KUMARA SWAMY
Raveena Sports, Sec’bad.

Sri V. BHOOPAL REDDY
Sangeetha Theatre

Sri A, S. MURTHY
Former Director, Ravindra Bharathi

Sri P. S, RAJAGOPALA RAJU, LA.S,,
Retd. Commissioner for Transport

Stl KOKA SATYANARAYANA
Retd. Joint Collector.

Dr. B. RAJANIKANTA RAO
Dr. B. RAMARAJU

Dr. VETURI ANANDA MURTY
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EDITORIAL BOARD

Smt. SHOBHA RAJU, Chief Editor
Sri A. S. MURTHY, Working Editor
Sri CHALLA RAMA PHANI, Asst. Editor

Honorary Advisers :
Sri P. S. R. ANJANEYA SASTRY

Sri V. V. SASTRY
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Annamacharya - The Saint Composer

— A. S. MURTHY,

Former Director, Ravindra Bharathi.

In no other literature of the world can, the manifestation of faith in God
and reverence to religion, be seen as in the Telugu Literature. Having made its

splendid begining at the court of Raja Raja Narendra, it consecrated itself with
the noble objectives of devotion to God and service to society. In the galaxy of

stars that illuminated the sky of Telugu Literature, the name of Annamacharya
shines and shines for ever as the first Saint Composer of everlasting devotional
songs.

While Nannayya was the first poet of ‘‘Padya Kavita’® Annamacharya was
the first composer of ‘‘Pada Kavita’’. He has even enriched the Telugu Literature

by composing original sons in Telugu and dedicating them to Lord Venkateswara
in word and spirit.

The life of Annamacharya is replete with a great message to the world
to uphold theism and realise the true objective of life as surrender to God.

The Bhagavadgita asserts that the Lord incarnates Himself in the ages to
establish Dharma in the world. He took the form of Narasimhain Krita Yuga;
Sree Rama in Treta Yuga; Sree Krishna in Dwapara Yuga and Sree Venkateswara
in Kali Yuga, who is no other than the Lord Vishnu, the Almighty. God manifests

Himself in sages and saints. They are Apostles of God that kindle the love of
God in men. Annamacharya is a Saint Composer that used the powers of litera-

ture and arts of music in praise of Lord Venkateswara. He was a born composer

having inherited the virtue through his purposeful birth. He was a precursor to
the saint musicians like Thyagaraya and Bhadrachala Ramadas and a contempo-
rary to the great Kannada composer Purandardas.

Purandardas was a devotee of Panduranga with a popular following in
Karnataka for his musical traditions. He believed Annamacharya to be the
incarnation of Lord Venkateswara Himself. Annamacharya’s greatest contribution
to the musical world is that his ‘ Pada Kavitas’ are composed in the local dialect

with perfect rhyme and rhythm.

Annamayya, the name of the composer before he became Acharya, was
born in 1408 A. D. to Narayana Suri and Lakkamamba in Tallapaka - a village in



Cuddapah District. He inherited literary talent from his father and devotion to

the Lord from his mother. He lived for a full life of 95 years and left an indelible
mark in the hearts of music lovers.

Annamayya was uncared for as a child and was left to the mercy of his

brother and sister-in-law, who used to send him to the fields for cutting the grass.
One day it so happened that he cut his finger while cutting the grass. He wept

bitterly and realised that there was none to console him, except Lord Venkates-
wara. Immediately he started on his march to the Seven Hills without looking
back. While climbing the steep hills, he fell unconscious and was relieved of his
pain by the gracious touch of Alamel Manga. He climbed the Kneeling Mountain,
feeling immense joy at the sight of Tirumala and singing spontaneous songs in
praise of the Lord.

His songs attracted the crowds at Tirumala, who were astonished at the
musical powers of the teen-aged prodigious child. He could write a ‘Sataka’
before his garments got driedup. By the time he completed the poems and arrived
at the Golden gates, the doors were closed. His songs made the gates open at
once and the Chief Purohit could realise that the boy was the one recommended by
the Lord in a dream for adoption to Vaishnavism.

Henceforward Annamayya became Annamacharya "and quickly earned great
renown for his compositions on Lord Venkateswara. He married Tirumalamma
and Akkalamma. Tirumalamma is no other than Timmakka the first lady writer
who is the authoress of ‘"Subhadra Kalyanam®’.

Annamacharya visited Ahobilam and became a disciple to Satakopayati-the
famous Dravida Composer, who conveyed great philosphy through his works and
dedicated them to God.

Annamacharya conceived Art to be an instrument, only to be used in praise
of God. He spurned riches and declined royal awards. The Vijayanagara
emperor, Saluva Narasima Raya who got elevated from the position of a
Commander-in-Chief of Tanguturu to that of an emperor of Vijayanagara, with the
help of Annamacharya, got enraged at the refusal of Annamacharya to compose
songs in praise of the King and for this he imprisoned him. The invincible
Annamacharya did never stoop to the royal pressures or pleasures and stood as a
symbol of individuality.

Annamacharya’s compositions do not reflect literary genius alone. They
show a unique philosophy of life with an ardent stress on the need for and utility
of surrendering oneself at the feet of Lord Venkateswara. They picturise the
universality of God and the neeessity to offer Him all our dedications through
service and surrender,



Annamacharya’s songs have a wide range of subjects though the unde.
lying current of all the subjects is the same. In the song ‘‘Adivo Alladivo’’, he
makes the whole world visualise the exuberance of Tirumala-the abode of Lord

Venkateswara the Kaliyuga Vaikunta, where all the sages, seers, and angels are
seated.

Behold | Behold! Lol The abode of Srihari

Behold the highest seat of Venkata Chalapathi

Beset with the hoods of ten thousand serpents divine
Beloved to the Brahma and all the Gods of Heaven.

That is the abode of sages, seers and yogis of the yore
That sing in praise, the marvels of the Lord in lore
That is the holy land for salvation of soul

That is wholly consecrated to be the life’s goal.

Adore, Worship, submit and surrender to the feet holy
Avail, enjoy and engross in the inexplicable bliss in ecstacy
Attain the golden tower that none can envy

Above the ephemeral sorrows the world can convey

As you reach the feet of the Lord, you burst out in tears in an inexplicable
humility seeking His grace to solve the riddles of your life. Annamacharya prays
to the Lord to listen to our wondrous grievances. In the song ‘*Vinnapalu Vina-
vale’, he beseeches the Lord to look at the queue of the devotees which includes
the Yakshas, Kinneras and others.

Listen! Listen] O Lord! Listen to our wondrous grievances

Lift | Lift] O Lord! Lift the golden veil before Thy eyes

Look! Look! the Sun has surpassed the eastern horizons

Look! Look ! the angels and the sages have surrounded Thy regions.

Listen! Listen! O Lord! The Garudas, the kinneras and
the Yakshas have all joined in line

To sing the hymns in praise-thy stories divine
Look! Look! O Lord! Look at their affectionate and devoted looks
That speak of Thy enormous vision in the sacred books

Listen! Listen] O Lord! Listen to the songs of Adi Sesha,

Narada and Tumbura
Listen| Listenl O Lord! They are repeating Thy name-Venkateswara.
Look | Look! The whoie world is seeking Thy grace
Lift | Lift1 Lift Thy golden veil and reveal the splendour of Thy face.



Life is a mystery inside an enigma. None knows wherefrom one comes
and where one goes finally. The ephemeral attachments make one forget the
truth of life that the immortal soul has to leave the mortal cocoon. Even if one
knew this, his attachments to the worldy relations are such that the indiviual
identifies himself with parents, brothers, sisters, wife and children so deeply that
he considers them as the source of joy, while, in fact, they are the source of
sorrow. The source of joy is the Almighty only. This is beautifully brought out

in Annamacharya’s kavita ‘“Ayyo Poyene - Praayam - Kasalam’’

Alas! Alas! | have felt alas
That | have lost my youth and relatives
Add that they were the sources of joys

That make my life happily rejoice.

Nay! Nay! | have known at last

That the sons, the daughters, the parents and the partners
All are oniy the seducers of sin

And hurdles in my journey to Lord’s Inn.

Only the Lord of Seven Hills

Has the power to absolve me from all ills
Only the Lotus feet of Lord Srinivas

Can offer me the ultimate solace

When the devotee employs himself in the service of Lord, he forgets himself
and the outer world. The Lord is his child to nurse. The Lord is his master to
serve. He sings even Lulluby to the Lord to have a blissful sleep, as is depicted
In Annamacharya’s famous composition, ‘Jo Atchyutananda’.

Jo! The Divine kid! Jo!
Jo! The Divine kid! Jo

Thou art the feast to tha eyes of Nanda
Thou art the host to the joy of Yasoda

Thou art the destroyer of evil Kamsa
Thou art the restorer of Pandava Vamsa.

Thou art the doer of naughty deeds
Thou art the prompter to Gokula kids

Thou art the lover of Mathura maids
Thou art the bestower of Joyous trades.

Jo | The divine kid! Jo!
Jo!l The divine kid!l Jo 1



Yet another important masterpiece is the song on the divinity of the feet of
the Lord, ever washed by the Gods. In the song, ‘‘Brahma Kadigina Paadamu’’

Annamacharya highlights the conceptof Bhakti cult that wins the Lord's heart
through surrender 10 His feet.

Thy feet are ever washed and worshipped by the Brahma
Thy feet are the terminus in the travel of Atma

Thy feet are the omnipotent Brahma Itself
Thy feet are the omnipresent Almighty Himself.

Thy feet are that measured the worlds

Thy feet are that stretched the heavens

Thy feet are that lowered the malevolent Bali to the infernal doom
Thy feet are that raised Ahalya to beautiful boom.

Thy feet are served by Lakshmi with love and affection
And that the sages seek refuge with devotion

Thy feet are that enlighten us with the Truth

That Lord Venkateswara is the only Truth.

God appears Himself in saintly lives. The musical heritage of Andhra
Pradesh is rich with outstanding works of divine composers like Annamacharya,
Kshetrayya Bhadrachala Ramadas and Tyagaraya. Daespite the short spell of
mortal life, Annamacharya spiritually lives in the minds of devotees and music
lovers. as long as the Lord of Seven Hills showers His blessings on the mankind.
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